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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 6
TH

 

 

OntORA’s third Annual General Meeting will be held in Sault Ste. Marie this year at the 

Hotel on Saturday, November 6
th

 at 1:30 pm.  There will be several items on the agenda, 

most notably the election of officers and a legal opinion from famous lawyer Robert 

Doumani of our proposed application for Judicial Review of the MNR’s authority to 

exclude the public from public lands.  A brief explanation of his legal opinion is included 

in this Newsletter, but a detailed explanation and discussion will take place at the 

meeting, necessitating a decision from the membership.  

Please consider taking a leading role in your organization in whatever capacity you feel 

comfortable in.  Come out and show your support.  

 

SAULT DISTRICT 4 (WR) SPAGHETTI SUPPER NOV. 25
TH 

The former Wilderness Riders (now part of OntORA) hold an annual pasta supper at the 

Moose lodge in the Sault. A $10.00 per person entitles you to a $250.00 (there are 2-His 

ands Hers) door prize. There are many other prizes to contend for with supplementary 

draws. It’ a great meal and a good time as well. So much so that it has been a complete 

sellout for many years. At this time we still have some tickets available and if you want 

one or more call me at 705-945-0089 

MNR CLOSES DUBREUILVILLE RD 401, BUT NOT FOR EVERYONE 

 

The 100 mile Loop Dree Road Simpson, better known as Road 401, north of 

Dubreuilville, was closed to all ATV & vehicular traffic, according to the MNR District 

Manager, because: "...access roads and trails near remote tourism facilities ....may 

increase hunting and angling pressure, create noise......and by their very presence, 

generally compromise (remote tourism) clients' perception of remoteness (emphasis 

added)".  In other words, in plain English "We, the MNR, the custodian of Crown lands 

for ALL Ontarians, are hereby closing this traditional bush road between two northern 

communities, heavily used by innumerable locals for ATVing, fishing hunting, blueberry 

picking, hiking and people enjoying nature, for the simple reason that the deep-pocket, 

mostly foreign tourists staying at remote lodges paid for a remote experience and local 

Ontario taxpayers will not be permitted to spoil their experience by being seen in an area 

that these guests believe exists only for their personal use. We, in the MNR and our 

friends in NOTO, will spew all sorts of motherhood words like "conservation", 



"protection of wildlife" , "forest management plans to ensure sharing of resources by all 

stakeholders", but the big reason is to keep the locals out and protect the bottom line of 

the remote tourist operators, some of whom are or have been MNR officers and 

employees. And that's the way it's going to be, regardless of residents' discontent and 

anger."  

 

 

To make matters worse, after Road 401 was closed, several vehicles with American 

plates and occupants dressed in hunter camo (bear hunters) drove past the gate, obviously 

to bear-bait sites prepared by an outfitter, who is a retired MNR Supervisor named Rick 

Dickson (see more about Dickson below) .  As the closure was designated by the MNR 

District Manager, John Peluch, to be closed to all vehicular traffic to everyone,  OntORA 

had contacted him much before bear season to report that the outfitter had secured, for a 

fee, the rights to the area inside the gate for bear hunting clients, that site preparations 

were under way, and that access to those sites would necessarily have to be by vehicles, 

thereby contravening the MNR's road closure signs.  Nothing was done by the MNR and 

later, these American bear hunters were seen driving past the MNR closure signs, with no 

interference by MNR CO's, a fact reported to the MNR Manager, but it was allowed to 

continue unabated.  One concerned Dubreuilville resident (name available) tried for a full 

week to report the blatant trespassing to an MNR CO, leaving phone messages and 

driving to their office in Wawa, calling the Crimestoppers number, all to no avail. The 

retired MNR Supervisor/Outfitter was not hindered.   This was another of the roads 

purportedly closed to everyone, meaning every tax paying Ontarian, but not former MNR 

employees engaged in tourist outfitting nor  remote tourism guests on their "private game 

and fish farms" courtesy of the MNR.   

Timmins MPP has expressed in interest in this case and has contacted President Tom 

Brason to obtain more information.  VP Simon Guillet has written to him not only about 

the above problem, but with the whole Ontario public access problem and has asked him 

to speak up in the Legislature and demand a public enquiry. 

 

SUMMARY OF LEGAL OPINION BY OUR LAWYER: 

(Simon) 

 

CFGA DONATE $2,000. – USW $1,000. TO ASSIST IN FIGHT: 

 

Eric Daoust of the Chelmsford Fish & Game Association (CFGA) has informed us that 

their members have voted to donate another $2,000.00 to OntORA to help in our legal 

fight for the right of equal public access to our lands.   

We sincerely appreciate the outstanding support we have received from Jimbo Patry, 

Eric Daoust, the executive board and all members of CFGA. The Sturgeon Falls Rod & 

Gun Club, through OntORA Director Edgar Labelle, has also been one of our generous 

and appreciated contributors. The Dubreuilville ATV Club has also generously donated 

$260.00, a tidy sum from a smaller group, for which we say thank you. 

And as you all know, the United Steelworkers as our Ontario partners, and District 6 

Director Wayne Fraser, have also been most generous with an initial $5,000.00 at our 

first founding meeting of OntORA to get us growing as we evolved from NORA, and  



 

now another $1,000.00 from the USW International Office & President Leo Gerard 

The Union certainly has our heartfelt appreciation for their strong support and generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH ARM CLOSURE BATTLE RAGES ON: 
 
Earlier this year, the MNR asked for public comments on the Spanish Arm closure:  a Sign was 
erected at Frog Creek stating : Unauthorized use of this road to access Raphoe, Helene, 
MacSmith, Little Burwash, Coonie, Barnet, Pilon, Thor and Edna Lakes is prohibited.” 
Several of our members, including Rod Jarmovitch and others, had attended the initial MNR 
“public session” on this closure in 2009 and left the meeting convinced that all the decisions had 
been made previous to the session and whole exercise was only window dressing. 
OntORA President Tom Brason fired off a scathing letter to the MNR, with copies to the 
Minister, citing all the reasons why these barriers must be removed at once, and states:” Crown 
Land Use Atlas G2048, states “this amendment is to provide for restrictions to public motorized 
use of (new) roads in areas known to contain natural resource values (remoteness or fish & 
wildlife populations) that are sensitive to pressure”. Not only are successful, generations-old 
methods of managing our fish and wildlife ignored but you subscribe to a tactic outlined in this 
working manual “Management Guidelines for Forestry and Resource-Based Tourism” to tell 
the public the road closures are to protect the resources. This working manual is just one 
example of how the MNR is discriminating against ordinary non-tourist citizens by severely 
limiting public access for the benefit of the remote tourism industry. 
Tom went on in his four-page letter to point that the Public Lands Act and other statutes relied 
on by the MNR as their authority to deny access to ordinary citizens were not written for that 
purpose by lawmakers and were not intended to be used against the general population to limit 
their freedom of access. 
 

HOW MP’s VOTED ON THE LONG GUN REGISTRY: Click on this link to see 

how every MP of each party voted on the Long Gun Registry 
<http://howdtheyvote.ca/vote.php?id=903 
 

MNR CHECKING HOME FREEZERS FOR GAME & FISH LIMITS: 

 

From an MNR press release in the Wawa News: 

Two Hearst residents have been found guilty and fined a total of $3,750 for possessing 

over-limits of fish and wildlife. Gerald Arguin was fined $2,400 for possessing 15 

walleye and one brook trout over the stated limit of four walleye and five brook trout. His 

licence to fish was suspended for one year.  Ricky Morrissette was fined $1,350 for 

possessing nine ruffed grouse over the lawful possession limit of 15. His licence to hunt 

small game was suspended for one year.    

Court heard that on January 10, 2009, conservation officers from Hearst and Fort Frances 

districts executed a search warrant at the residences of both Arguin and Morrissette,  

http://howdtheyvote.ca/vote.php?id=903


 

 

turning up the over-limits of fish and grouse. The search warrant was based on charges 

from the Fort Frances area laid against the two men, which resulted in convictions and 

fines for both men for trespassing for the purpose of hunting, possession of illegally-

killed wildlife and failing to wear hunter orange. 

 

SAULT STAR FEATURES ARTICLE ON OntORA: 

 

The Sault Star carried an informative and supportive article about the Ontario Outdoors 

Recreational Alliance (OntORA) on August 31/10.  It was written by Tom Keenan and 

features current OntORA President, Tom Brason, who has been an outstanding leader in 

fighting the injustice of the MNR decreeing virtual "private game and fish farms for the 

wealthy" on our public Ontario lands. 

You can access it on your computer at the following link:  
http://www.saultstar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2736402  

 

 

OBABIKA LAKE TRESPASS FINE A WHOPPING $10,000.00? 

 

OntORA District 7 (North Bay) Director Edgar Labelle sent the photos below of signs 

threatening the public with $10,000 fines if they used a publicly owned local road that 

provides access to Lake Obabika; He also provided an MNR booklet that was produced 

by the only tourist lodge on this large lake north of River Valley. 

 

WIND FARMS BEING PLANNED FOR LAKE SUPERIOR NORTH SHORE: 

 

A Goulais river group (savealgoma.org) has formed to fight proposed wind farm 

development in the Algoma area. These wind farms will be water based on shoreline 

water front from the lower great lakes to Montreal River. Many more are scheduled to be 

built on crown land within Algoma District. All of these development areas will become 

fenced in security areas once they have been built. The inland mills will be built on a 

“wind corridor which reaches from Lake Superior to Ranger lake. One Municipal 

township in this province is preparing to take the Ontario Government to court over a 

breach of our constitutional rights under the Charter. (When the Ontario Government 

passed the “Green Energy Act” the act contained wording that took away the rights of 

municipal planning boards to be involved in the planning process).  

 

The former Wilderness Riders (now OntORA) had agreement with several local 

merchants to give us discounts or in some way benefit from involvement with them.  

 

Maple leaf motors would like to extend a warm welcome to all Ontora members. We 

have been able to contribute several hundred dollars to our cause by donating $50.00 

from the purchase of every vehicle made at our store by club members. Everybody wins. 

You get a nice reliable 100% guaranteed vehicle and the club gets a donation to fund sthe 

battle for our rights! We would now like to extend this arrangement to ALL OntoRA  

http://www.saultstar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2736402


 

 

 

members as well. Please visit our website at WWW.MAPLELEAFMOTORS.CA e-mail 

landon@mapleleafmotos.ca or call me toll free #1-800-647-2238 Landon Odom/owner 

operator. 

 

PROPANE DEPOT on great northern road by Canadian Tire gives each member a deep 

discount on propane fillips. Matt Muncastor owner operator has extended this offer to all 

OntORA members. 

 

MacDougall fuel has long given us healthy discount on some of their products and also 

extends this to members of OntORA  

 

Product                             Size               Price    
Easymix                            12x1/L              4.86/L  
Esso Chain Oil (summer) 16                  2.14/L 

Esso Chain Oil (winter)     4x4               2.14/L 

Esso Extra 10w30             12x1/L          3.43/L 

Esso Extra 10w40             12x1              4.08/L 

Esso Extra 5w30               12x1              3.79/L 

Outboard Oil                     12x1               5.61/L 

Outboard Oil                      4x4                4.71/L 

Snowmobile Oil                 12x1               5.11/L 

XD3 0w30 Synthetic         12x1               5.71/L 
XD3 0w40 Synthetic         4x4                 6.04/L 
XD3 15w40                         4x4               3.60/L 
 

 

Lastly we would like to talk about membership renewal. 

Please check your membership card or the face of your envelop if you use snail mail. 

This will give you your expiration date. If the date on the card is 01/Jan/11 your 

membership will expire Jan/.1, 2011. If you are renewing and none of your information 

has changed you only have to send a cheque to renew. Please renew early in order to 

avoid having you r information deleted from our file and then having to be re entered. 

Thank you. For e-mail subscribers we have printed a membership form on the back of 

this sheet as we have no way of segregating which of you need a renewal notice or not. If 

you don’t need it pass it on to a friend. 

 

http://www.mapleleafmotors.ca/
mailto:landon@mapleleafmotos.ca


     
111 THIRD LINE E., Sault Ste. Marie Ont., p6a 5k8---BLOG --CROWNLAND.ORG                                               

                                                                                        WEB SITE –ONTORA.CA  
 

 ThunderBay, St Josephs Island, Field, Earlton, Spragge,  Bradford, Bowmanville,  Beeton,  Dowling, Warren, Picton, Toronto,  

Scarborough, Terrace Bay, Thornloe, Kagawong, Garson, Whitby, Val Therese, Bobcaygeon, Coutice, Carleton Place, Oakville, 
Hanmer, Goulais River, Blind River, Ayr, Timmins, Capreol, Sprucedale, Kenabeek, Deux Rivieres, Milton, Barrie, McKerrow, 

Espanola, Cobalt, Dryden, Ingersoll, Azilda, Guilletville, Foleyet, White River Sault Ste Marie, Echo Bay, Goulais River, Heyden, 

Searchmont, Hilton Beach, Bruce  Mines, Petosky MI., Cambridge,  Orillia, Onaway MI., Springfield Oh., Val Caron, Richards 
Landing, Wawa, Sultan,  Hawk Junction, Copper Cliff, White River , Enon Oh., New Carlisle Oh. Ilderton, Skead ,Capreal, Terrace 

Bay, Clayton, Picton, Hudsonville MI., Hanmer, Manitouwadge, Coniston,  Chekmsford, Dubreuilville, Hornpayne, Guilletville, Val 

Caron, Drydon, Sudbury, Falconbridge, Sarnia,  Carlton Place, Jennison MI., Oakville, Deep River, Crystal Falls, Field, Marathon, 
Kitchener, Bathurst NB.        

            

                                                     MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY – TOWN:  

TELEPHONE:                                            POSTAL CODE:  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

                           TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP: 

 

 SINGLE            FAMILY           CORPORATE    DONATION 

     
 1 YR  2 YR 3 YR        1YR 2YR 3 YR         1YR 2 YR 3 YR      

 

Fee per year:  $15.00 SINGLE, $20.00 FAMILY,  

$100.00 CORPORATE   

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS 
 

 

  

 
 

 

SIGNATURE 



 


