
 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
Road closure refers to the closing of a road to public use.  Restrictions refer to roads that are open to public use, 
but that may not be used by certain vehicle types, for certain activities or to access certain destinations.  In some 
cases, the road may be open to certain stakeholders, but closed to the public at large.   
 
There are a number of situations in which the decision to close a road or restrict access may be made including: 
 

• a land use planning decision (e.g. maintain remote access recreational values); 
• a road use management developed as part of a forest management plan (e.g. protect remote tourism 

business); 
• a resource management plan (e.g. protect a resource from overuse); 
• a road use management strategy (e.g. reduce conflict between resource users);  
• an approved event taking place along a Crown land road (e.g. car or ATV rally); 
• an emergency situation (e.g. forest fire or flood); 
• a situation involving worker safety (e.g. active forestry operations or blasting associated with mineral 

exploration); or 
• a seasonal closure to prevent damage to a road (e.g. spring break up). 

   
Road closures and access restrictions are distinguished from the decommissioning of roads, which is addressed in 
PL 10.02.05 Decommissioning of Roads (Procedure).  Decommissioning refers to the removal of a road from 
service. 
 
 
2.0 APPLICATION 
 
This procedure applies to all roads on Crown land where the decision to close the road or restrict road access has 
been made in an approved land use plan, resource management plan or road use management strategy.  
 
 
3.0 RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Responsibility for the implementation of this procedure rests with the MNR Area Supervisor. 
 
 
4.0 PERMANENT CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
The enforcement of road closures and road access restrictions can be particularly problematic, especially in areas 
with a previous history of unrestricted use and in areas with a highly desired destination.  Where a new road is 
being planned, control mechanisms should be built into the original design of the new road where a closure or 
access restriction will or might apply.  These mechanisms should be identified early in the planning of the road 
and appear in the road use management strategy. 
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The following are suggestions to make road closures and access restrictions more effective: 
 

• Multiple barriers are more successful than single barriers.  Roads that are being closed now but 
decommissioned later should have multiple barriers built into them, to the degree that the value being 
protected requires and that natural features and economics allow.   

• Use natural obstructions to their best advantage.  Water crossing locations that are to be gated should 
be selected for their relative difficulty to circumvent. 

• Where barricades are used, make sure they are effective (i.e. impossible to move without heavy 
equipment). 

• Install road closure signage and barricades and begin enforcement at the time of road construction.  
Do not allow a pattern of undesirable road use to develop. 

• Where gates are used, do not allow the gates to be left unlocked. 
• Where signs are used, they should be monitored and maintained in good condition.  

 
 
5.0 TEMPORARY CLOSURES 
 
Temporary road closures are usually undertaken for practical reasons, rather than to control access.  Roads may be 
closed temporarily: 
 

• to protect a roadbed from damage during vulnerable periods, such as spring breakup; 
• for reasons of worker safety or public safety in areas of forest operations; 
• following damage or during repairs to a road or water crossing; or 
• to allow a short term event (e.g. car rally) to take place on the road, that is not compatible with other 

road uses. 
 
It is not necessary to specify temporary road closures in the use management strategy for a road unless the closure 
is of a seasonal or predictably recurring nature. 
 
 
6.0 STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS  
 
Road closures on other Crown land outside of regulated provincial parks and conservation reserves are made 
under one of several sections of the Public Lands Act, depending on the circumstances: 
 

• Section 28:  a generic tool that allows MNR to control activities on Crown land through the posting of 
signs.  Any person who engages in an activity on public land in contravention of the sign is guilty of an 
offence.  All signs posted under the authority of Section 28 must be authorized using Form 06 – 
Authorization for Signs on Crown Land.   

 
Wording on a sign should be reviewed with MNR Enforcement Branch staff to ensure the sign can be 
enforced.   Appendix A includes a number of examples of sign wording which may assist MNR staff in 
preparing signs suitable for local use. 

 
• Section 52:  For a road that has been designated as a public forest road under the PLA, Section 52 of the 

Act may be used.  Section 52 permits a District Manager to close a public forest road at their discretion.  
Roads may be closed to public travel generally or to any “class or classes of the public”.   Per Section 
52(4), road closures may be put into effect through signs or barricades.  A gate is considered to be a 
barricade. 
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Violators of a road closure under Section 52 of the PLA are guilty of an offense and are also liable for any 
damage they have caused to the barricade, sign or light.   

 
• Section 54:  Closure of a private forest road on Crown land may be effected through Section 54.  Private 

forest roads are closed to public travel except by agreement of the party responsible for the road.  Where 
an agreement has been made to open a road to the public, the road may be closed by the District Manager 
under Section 54.  The road may be closed to the public generally or to any class or classes of the public 
and it may be closed permanently or temporarily.  

 
 
7.0 CLOSURE METHODS 
 
Options for closing a road or restricting access include the use of signs, gates, physical barriers, or some 
combination thereof.  The method of choice depends on a number of factors, including the reasons for closure, 
nature and sensitivity of the resource feature begin protected, risk of violation and the legal instrument being used 
to implement the closure. 
 
7.1  Signs 
 
Signs are the most common method of closing or restricting use of a road.  To pass the “knowledge” and 
“reasonable opportunity” tests, signs must be large and legible, make it clear that the road has been closed and 
under what legislative authority, and to be effective, should be well monitored and maintained.  Where a closure 
applies to a distant portion of a road or road network, additional signs should be placed at the start of the road to 
avoid driver frustration on arrival at the closure. 

 
It is often more effective to employ physical barriers with signs, than to rely on signage alone to effect road 
closure. 
 
7.2  Gates 

 
Gates are another option for road closure.  While gates can sometimes be more effective deterrent than signs, 
gates must also be signed and gates are subject to a variety of vandalism and use management issues 9e.g. 
managing keys to the gates).  If gates are to be used, he type of gate should be commensurate with the need for the 
gate.  Gates should be placed at a natural barrier like a water crossing, or steep slope, to avoid ease of 
circumventing.  If there is no suitable barrier at the start of the road, it may be necessary to place a second gate at 
the first suitable location.  Add physical obstacles as necessary to complement natural barriers. 

    
Gates must not represent a hazard to road users.  Gates should be substantial and visible even at night.  Cables and 
wire gates are not recommended.  Gates are best located at a water crossing or other visible pinch point.  In 
addition to the sign on the gate, signage should be added as necessary to warn motorists as they approach the gate. 
 
7.3  Physical Obstacles 
 
Ditches, berms and large boulders on the road may be the most effective means of restricting access, especially if 
these physical obstacles are located to complement a natural barrier.  Generally, barriers like these are used when 
decommissioning a road in an access restricted area, but they can also be used for roads that are temporarily out of 
service.  Signage is still necessary in conjunction with obstacles in order to enforce the closure.  In the most 
extreme cases, barriers must be formidable to deter users.  To be most effective, barriers must be regularly 
monitored and maintained.  Once a barrier has been breached, it can become completely ineffective as others 
follow the route of the first violator.  
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Like gates, the placement of physical obstacles must not create a safety hazard.  Removal or destruction of the 
roadbed on the approach to the barrier can remove any associated safety hazards. 
 
 
8.0 REFERENCES 

 
• PL 10.02.00  Road Management and Responsibilities (Policy) 
• PL 10.02.05 Decommissioning Roads (Procedure) 
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APPENDIX  A 
EXAMPLES OF SIGN WORDING 

 
1 Complete road closures (i.e. all types of travel): 

 
“Public travel prohibited beyond this point” 
 

2 Closure to vehicles*: 
 

“Unauthorized Vehicular travel prohibited beyond this point” 
 

3 Closure to motor vehicles**: 
 

“Unauthorized Motor vehicle traffic prohibited beyond this point” 
 

4 Access prohibited to specific lakes: 
 

“Unauthorized Use of this road to access ___________ Lake is prohibited” 

or 

“Unauthorized Use of this road beyond this point to access __________ Lake is prohibited” 
 

5 Prohibition of specific uses: 
 

“Unauthorized Use of this road for the purpose of __________ is prohibited” 

or 

“Unauthorized Use of this road beyond this point for the purpose of ________ is prohibited 
 

6 Warning of severe hazard: 
 

“Danger, Road Closed” 

or 

“Danger, Road Closed beyond this point” 
 

7 Warning of non-maintenance: 
 

“Warning.  Road and/or bridge not maintained.  Use of road and/or bridge may be dangerous.  Use 
at your own risk” 
 

8 Load limit: 
 

“Load limit _________ tonnes.” 
 
*       “Vehicle” refers to something which is or may be used for the carriage of persons or things and includes a 

variety of devices from a wheelchair, cart or bicycle to an earth mover. 
 
**     “Motor vehicle” means a vehicle that is drawn, propelled or driven by means other than muscle power, but 

does not include a vehicle of a railway that operates on rails. 


