
 
1.0 DEFINITIONS 
 
In this policy, 
 
“Private forest road” means a road occupied under the authority of a document issued under the Public Lands Act 
(Section 54) or a regulation made under that Act. 
 
 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
Under provisions of the Public Lands Act, most roads on Crown land may be used freely by the public.   However, 
it is recognized that there are circumstances where it is in the public interest to transfer the control of certain roads 
to a third party.  The Act provides for the designation of these roads as private forest roads.   
 
The Public Lands Act also allows the Minister to enter into agreements with the parties responsible for private 
forest roads so that they may be open to some public travel.  Where a private forest road has been opened to the 
public, it may receive public funds for its construction and maintenance, where such funding is available. 
 
This policy describes the circumstances under which the designation of a private forest road is appropriate.   It also 
explains the conditions that should be placed on the construction and use of private forest roads, in order to protect 
the public interest.  
 
 
3.0 GOAL 
 
To ensure that the public interest is served by the designation of private forest roads.  
 
 
4.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
4.1 Authority for a private forest road on Crown land shall only be issued in situations where it is in the public 

interest. 
 

A road may be designated as a private forest road where the routine use of over size or overweight loads is 
an industrial requirement, such as mining and forestry operations.  In these situations, it is impractical and 
dangerous for those vehicles to share the road with vehicles used by the general public. 
 
A road may also be designated as a private forest road in order to allow the party responsible for the road 
to collect user fees for its maintenance, such a local government agency which wishes to maintain a road 
used by the public to access a Crown land recreational area.  Without the funding provided by those user 
fees, the road might have to be closed for want of repair and maintenance and the recreational 
opportunities would be lost. 
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4.2 The use(s) and characteristics of a private forest road will be defined.   
 

All private forest roads require use management strategies to govern their operation throughout their 
lifecycles.   PL 10.01.00 (Policy) and 10.01.01 (Procedure) provide guidance on the preparation of use 
management strategies for new and existing non-forestry roads.  The use management strategy for a new 
road must be prepared before the road is built. 

 
4.3 Private forest roads should be opened for public use only in circumstances where the public is not placed at 

undue risk. 
 

MNR many enter into agreements with parties responsible for private forest roads to allow use of the 
private forest road by the public.   This approach should only be done in situations where public users of 
the road will not face undue risks (i.e. no greater than for the use of other roads on Crown land).   Where a 
private forest road has been opened to the public, the public must be made aware of the status of that road 
and of the fact that they are assuming all risks in using the road.   

 
 
5.0 STRATEGIES 
 
5.1 A land use permit (LUP) is the instrument used to grant authority to occupy a private forest road.   
 

The LUP for a private forest road must indicate the responsibilities of the LUP holder clearly, so as to 
eliminate any uncertainty over the legal obligations of the party(s) involved.  As a minimum, the LUP 
should state that the LUP holder is responsible for monitoring the road and its water crossings for public 
and environmental hazards and for undertaking remedial work where a hazard has been identified.  The 
LUP should also state where the ownership of any bridges and other structures on the road rests.  If the 
issue of structures is complex, a schedule should be appended to the LUP and referenced in the document. 
 

5.2 A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the MNR and the LUP holder will be used to document 
related agreements pertaining to the road’s infrastructure and use.  

 
The LUP should refer to any associated MOU’s.  For example, there might be an MOU providing for 
public use of the road.   The road may be opened to the public at large, to only certain categories of road 
users, or only at certain times. 
 
Another MOU associated with the LUP might deal with responsibility for a major water crossings along 
the road.  In some cases, ownership of such infrastructure would also be defined in the MOU, to clarify any 
future liability associated with it. 
 

5.3 Private forest roads must be signed by the party responsible for the road, advising the public of their status.   
 

Private forest roads that are closed to the public must be signed accordingly.  As a means of due diligence, 
signage on private forest roads that are open to the public must advise road users of any unique hazards 
that exist and of any road use restrictions that apply.  Road users must also be advised that, in using the 
road, they are accepting all risk.  These signs must be well placed, where users first enter the road.  Signs 
must be large, legible, well monitored and well maintained. 
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6.0 REFERENCES 
 

• PL 10.01.00 Use Management Strategies (Policy) 
• PL 10.01.01 Developing Use Management Strategies (Procedure) 
• PL 10.03.01 Assigning Road Responsibility for a Private Forest Road (Procedure) 


